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The P R E FA C E. 


TT is proper to acquaint the Reader, 
in Excuſe for the Imper fecti ons \ of 
this Diſcourſe, that the Author never in- 
tended it for the Preſs, for as it was com- 
poſed for a popular Audience, and fell in 
with the ordinary C our ſe of Preaching, 
be did not attend i fo. much to the Accuracy 
of Compoſitio on, as the $, eaſonableneſs of 
the Subject: But ſuch Diſpleaſure has 
been ſhewn, and ſo much Clamour has been 
raiſed againſt it, that in order to vindi- 
cate it from the many falſe Afper fions, . 
and groſs Mi iſrepreſentati ons, and his 
Reputation as a Clergyman from the in- 
decent Refleftions which with great Free- 


dom have been caſt upon both, be ſubmitte 
A 2 0 


ivi The PREFACE. 

to the Advice of his Friends to publiſh 
it. Whether he has advanced any 
Thing contrary to Truth or Chriſtian 
Charity, the impartial Reader may 
judge. The Honefly of his Intention 
is a Fufbification to himſelf, and be 
hopes the Publication of the & er mon 
we be 2 to the N. orld. wy 


We o one has would not — the 
rn, of tha late Rebellion, can think 
| the Subject unſeaſonable,, eſpecially 

where outward Reverence is publickly 
ſhewn to the Remains of tbe deluded 
Sufferers ; whera the Diftin#ion of Cha- 
racters is ſo much confounded, and tht 
Hondurs of Martyrdom vainly-aſcribedto 
them—t0 ſpread fuch Notions-as theſe is 
charging the Conduct of the Government 
with Iniquiguity and Perſecution, and 
ſhould ſuchan Opinion prevail, whatwould 
be the „ but 9 on and fu- 


Flure 


— 4 


| 'The K K PA UK. bh 
ture Rebellions: And if the Chrgy, who by 
the Mature of their Office are to pro- 
mate the Peace and W elfare of Society, 


are not 70 interpeſe, {/o as they do it in 
a way agreeable to their Charafer) aud 
10 guard the und] iſcerning againſt the 
ay er of Error, and the Artifice and 
ll ada of fe, Ie Opiniqns-—to Who: 
des it belong £ Such an Titer poſßtian 
may by ſome be called a Zeal ' for a Party 
But this Cenſure, an honeſt C onſcience 
muſt fubmit 20, "Hill it can be acqui, Hed 
at an higher. Bar. 41 5 


| That the Subjafd foul „le very ul. 
grateful and alfecti ng to the Relations 
and Friends of the Unfortunate, is na- 
zural to imagine---Thg Author is not ſuch 
a Stranger to the tender Aﬀettions of 
human Nature, to expect otherwiſe ; but 
is this a reaſonable Grommd for their Re- 
ſentment to the Preacher, who guarded 


againſt | 


"vi The PREFACE. 
againft all particular Applications? and 


what he did he thought bis Obli gation to 
the Publick e bim. 


And it is an ae Maxim in burian 
C ondu?, that publick Regards are always 
to tale Place of private ones. But when 
Prejudices begin to wear off, and the 
Paſſions of People cool again, we hope 
they will ſee Things in their true Light, 
and be again brought to bear their 
Teachers with more Pleaſure and In 
provement, and leſs Offence and Excep- 
tion, This is the Author's _ 
With and ſincere Defire. . 
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MAT T. Ch. V. Ver. IO. 
B leſfſe d are hey which are perſe- 


fecuted for Righteouſneſs Sake, 
For there's is the u om of 


H eaden. 


MH ESE Words are Part of that 

| finiſh'd Syſtem of refined Di- 
vinity, ik inimitable Sermon 
which our great . Maſter preached to his 
Followers on the Mount. This Plan of 
improved Morality and Chriſtian Philo- 
ſophy, is introduced with ſome of the 
diſtinguiſhing Doctrines of his Religion, 
Doctrines ill calculated indeed for the 
Taſte of unregenerate Man, had not 
their ſeeming Harſhneſs been greatly 
ſoften'd 


(a 
ſoſten'd and over-ballanced by thoſe ani- 
mating Encouragements of Bleſſedneſs 
here, and Heaven hereafter, how diſ- 
taſteful ſoever theſe Beatitudes may ap- 

r to avitiated Palate, theyare in them- 
ſelves the moſt lovely Inclinations and 
Graces of the Soul —TheGround-work of 

Happineſs, and the Perfection and Glory 
of Religion: And tis but reaſonable to ex- 
pect, that theſe Accompliſhments ſhould 
adorn in ſome Degree the Character of 
the Servants, as they were ſo uncom- 
monly exemplified in the Life and Tem- 
per of the Maſter, for what Poverty of 
Condition was ever equal to his, who 
had not whereon to lay his Head : Or, 
| Whoſe Poverty of Spirit ever condeſcend- 
ed ſo low as his, who waſhed his Diſci- 
ples Feet? Did ever any Mourning come 
up to the Man of Sorrows, who bore the 
Sins and Sufferings of the World? Or, 
whoſe Meekneſs ſo ſtrongly illuſtrated 
the ungrateful Leſſon to lech and Blood 
of forgiving Injuries and returning Good 
for Exil? Who hunger'd and thirſted ſo 
after Righteouſneſs as the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs, whoſe Meat and Drink it was to 
do the Will of his Father? His Com- 

+. paſſion 


1 
paffion for the Infirmities and Miſeries 
of Man evidenced his Tenderneſs, as 
the ſpotleſs Innocence of Life, did his 
inimitable Purity of Heart; and to 
whom could the Character of the Peace- 
maker be more applicable than to him, 
who was dignified with the Title of be- 
ing the Prince of Peace, and whoſe Miſ- 
ſion was diſtinguiſhed by publiſhing 
that bleſſed Meſſage of Peace from 
God, Peace of Conſcience and Peace 1 
with each other? And Laſtly, he thit IM 
now ſits at the Right-hand of God in 
the Kingdom of Glory, at the Head 
of Saints and 9 7 was exalted there 
for his Example of a ſuffering Patience; 
and his Endurance of Perſecution fos 
Righteouſneſs Sake, which, as ſuffering 
is a very common Ingredient in the 
Chriſtian Character, his-Diſciples are 
required to copy. With this laſt Vir- 
tue he cloſes his Beatitudes, as the fi- 
niſhing Stroke of Chriſtian Perfection; 
and ſo exalted an Attainment I wiſh the 
preſent State of Chriſtianity could boaſt 
of, more than I fear it can; for certainly 
to be Maſter of ſuch Fortitude and Con- 
ſtancy of Soul, ſuch a Love of God 
5 B ͤͥꝗͥ en 


„ | 
and Virtue, as to be able to face and 
ſuffer the Evils of Perſecution for the 
Sake of our Religion and a right Con- 
ſcience, beſpeaks fo ſtrong a Perſuaſion | 
of the Truth of Chriſtianity, and ſuch 
well-grounded Hopes in the Promiſes of 
it, that nothing but a Life of ſtrict Piety 
Sat Virtue could produce; and there- 
fore in the preſent Relatition of the 
Chriſtian Character and Principles, tis 
a great — we are not put to this 
ſevere Teſt of our Religion. In the 
early Ages of Chriſtianity, its firſt Con- 
verts of Conſcience were frequently for- 
ced to paſsthro thoſe fiery Scenes. Suffer- 
ing and Perſecution was hh firſt Purchaſe 
of Converſion, yea, the very Expecta- 
tion and conſtant Lot of the Profeflors 
of the Goſpel, as the noble Spirit of 
bearing and deſpiſing them was like 
wiſe their diſtinguiſhing Excellence and 
Character. There was no Inſtitution in 
the World, that in its Genius and Prin- 
ciples was more abhorrent of the Spirit 
of Cruelty ; as there never was one that 
animated With more affecting Motives, 


or was better calculated to oppoſe and 
: overcome 


„„ 
overcome the complicated Force of Ma- 
lice and Miſery. Witneſs its incredible 
Propagation in its diſcouraged and per- 
ſecuted Infancy. Witneſs that noble 
Army of Martyrs who by the Power of 
their Religion, deſpiſing all oppoſing 
Evils, have followed the Captain of 
their Salvation into his Glory, where 
their Courage and Conſtancy unto Death 
have beenrewarded with a proportion'd 
Share in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
therefore if we expect to partake of their 
Felicity, we ſhould be engaged in imi- 
tating ch Piety, and following thePat- 
tern of their Lives. The Wiſdom of 
the Church has directed us particularly 
to this Duty in the religious Offices of 
the Day, dedicated to their Memory by 
a devout Celebration of their Virtues, 
that living as they did, we may be pre- 
band for their Deaths, and . for 
the Enjoyment of that Happineſs, which 
is the Reward of the Character. Bleſſed 
are they which are perſecuted for Righte- 
ouſneſs Sake, for their s 7s the Kingdom 
of Heaven. 5 
Your Thoughts will I hope, be not 

not impertinently employed, if you lend 
Bo your 


62 
your Metis to the following Confi- | 
derations upon this ien in which 1 
ſhall, 


Firſt, Offer a few Refle ections upon the 
State and Nature of. the Perſecu- 
tion and Martyrdom, which has 
been more peculiarly the Fate of 
Chriſtianity, and to which this Blet- 

ſedneſs is aſſign d. 


Second! y Enquire wherein the Bleſſed- 
neſs of the Character conſiſts, and 
then cloſe with a Practical App! * 
cation of che whole. ; 


Firft then, Perſecution, tho' the Spi- 
rit of it may be ſeen in lower Inſtances, | 

in Injuries of a private Nature, yet is 
generally underſtood to be an unrighteous 
Application of publick Power, exerted 
in the Oppreſſion of Virtue and Inno- 
cence, and conſider'd in this Light there 
is ſomething in the very ſound of it 
that is ſhocking to the Ears of ſenſible 
and moral Beings. Any kind of Cruelty 
is the Dread and Averſion of human 
Nature, but when Innocence is the Ob- 


6 / / Ll 


fxg )} | 


jet of It the Reſentments of the meek - 


eſt Men muſt be raiſed againſt thoſe, 
| who, to become the Authors and Mini- 


ſters of ſuch Evils, muſt diveſt them- 
ſelves of every tender Sentiment, every 


Thing lovely belonging to Man, and 
thereby fix a prejudicial Blemiſh and 
Reproach upon Humanity itſelf ; for we 
drop the human and aſſume the dia- 


bolical Temper, when we can be pleas d 


with inflicting Evil as ſuch, and purſue 
the Deſtruction of our Fellow-Creatures, 
for no other Reaſon, buttheir conſcien- 
tious and ſteady Attachment to the 
Cauſe of Goodneſs and Chriſtian Truth. 
It ſeems upon. the firſt Thought very ſur- 
priſing, that Religion, which is a Thing 
the leaſt obnoxious and offenſive in it- 
ſelf, ſhould yet ſo often be the great 
Provocation to the furious Reſentment 
of unjuſt Power; and yet we find in 
Hiſtory, that Men have ſuffer d the 
moſt unnatural Viglences and Hardſhips 
ſolely upon a religious Account, which 


as to the internal Perſuaſion of it, is 


not ſubject to the Juriſdiction of human 
Power: Religious Principles, which are 
no ways injurious to the Intereſt of So- 

0 ciety, 


14) 
ciety, muſt 3 the Enquiry of an 
higher Tribunal; for Conſcience, as it 
cannot be ſt more; {o neither is it 
to be tried in a Court of human Judi- 
cature, but is reſervd for the Bar of 
Heaven. This Leſſon however we learn 
from it, that we ſhould intercede with 
God not to place his Power in the Hands 
of unrighteous and wicked Men. Power 
in itſelf is a valuable Gift of Heaven, 

beſtow'd on Man for very uſeful Purpo- 
ſes, for the Protection of the Good, and 
the Puniſhment of the Bad; but when 
this End of Providenee is deſtroy d, and 
it is exerted in Violence and Severity, to 
force good Men into the Commiſſion of 
Actions unlawful, or into the Belief of 
Principles that are falſe, when tis ap- 
plied to the Deſtruction of true Religion 
and the Oppreſſion of Conſcience, it 
then degenerates into the worſt kind of 
Nennen. As the World is now con- 
ſtituted; and when we look upon the 
dark Side of Human Nature, tis but 
natural to expect from this Proſpect, 
Enormities of this kind, and that there 
ſhould be Abuſes in this Gift of Provi- 
dence, as much asthere is in every 19 5 
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( 15 ) 

105 as the Happineſs or Miſery of it to 
_— ariſes from a right or wrong 
lication, we muſt expect theſe A- 

| — of it when tis lodg'd in the Hands 
of wicked and perverſe Men ; and when 
this is the Caſe, no greater Misfortune 
can happen to the Righteous, for Reli- 
ion is ſure to ſuffer, and the ſincereſt 
Profeſſors muſt expect to feel the ſeve- 
reſt Reſentments of their Diſpleaſure. 
Experience has too often confirmed the 
Obſervation. As Chriſtianity is now 
eſtabliſh'd under the mild Influence of 
ſome civil Powers, it is not in any Dan- 
ger of ſuffering thoſe Inconveniences 
and publick Oppreſſions, which in its 
Infancy it was forced to grapple with 
before it got Ground in the World: 
When we recolle& the diſtreſſed Condi- 
tition of its primitive State, one would 
wonder how ſo unpopular aReligion could . 


| ever have ſurvived thoſe Storms that 


were raiſed againſt it. But the divine 
Author foreſeeing its approaching Fate, 
fortified the Profeſſors of it with ſuch 
Principles and Doctrines, as ſhould be 
equal to the Difficulties that lay in the 
" He and well knew at that Time 

the 


( 16 ) 
- the State of the World, and the Temper 
of Mankind, the various Corruptions 
of Vice, the Bi gotry of falſe and ſu- 
perſtitious Religions, and how unpala- 
table and contradictory to the Taſte of 
the ambitious and voluptuous his new 
Religion would be, and therefore took 
1 Care, to teach his firſt Fol- 
Jowers both by Example and Precept, to 
expect the Oppoſition of the perſecu- 
ting Jew, as well as the cruel Oppreſſion 
of the blind and immoral Heathen; and 
thereby animated them with ſuch a Spi- 
rit of Chriſtian Fortitude and Firmneſs 
of _—_ as alone could enable them to 
ſupport and propagate his Goſpel in 
Sp of all & Diſcouragementswhich 
judiced, ignorant 4 malicious 
World, could form againſt them. This 
is the great Reaſon of our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles inculcating ſo often the 
Doctrine of paſſive Virtue, and the Spi- 
rit of ſuffering Perſecutions as a Prepa- 
ration for thoſe bloody Scenes and En- 
gagements with the Powers of the World, 
encouraging them in theſe Duties with 


he * of Conſcience n and 
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| the ſuperior Happineſs and Dignities at” ; 


Heaven hereafter. 
| Bleſſed are ye, ſays Chriſt, when 
Men ſhall revile you and perſecute you, and 
ſay. all manner of Evil againſt you falſely 
fer my dale. And his Apoſtle after him, 
| Glry in Tribulation, rejoice in Perſecu- 
tions and Revilings, if you ſuffer with him 
here, you ſhall reign with him in bis King- 
dom. And this Spirit and Doctrine could 
not be too often 3 and impreſſed 
on the Minds of the Converts of a Religion 
that was to. ſtand the Teſt of ten ſucceſ- 
five dreadful Perſecutions; how noble an 
_ Oppoſition they made, and how gloriouſly 
they evidenced the Power of the Goſpel, 
= triumphed i in the Conqueſts of their 
a Perſecutors, till the Civil Powers came in 
to their Protection, every Age can tell. 
Thus in Proportion as the Church trium- 
phant increaſed by the daily Acceſſion of 
true Martyrs, did the Hon militant on 
Earth ga I and flouriſh by the 
Hood Y | 0 78 e Hare Joon was 


le of 
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| e 
tious and intereſted Men] Corruptions then 
flowed in a- pace, and Perſecutions fuc- 

ceeded of courſe, in order to propagate 
and ſupport them. When Gain was made 
the great End of Godlineſs, and Chriſtianity 
became a mere Creature of the World, 
then Cruelties and Tragedies were each 
Day acted under the Pretence of defend- 
ing and protecting the Religion of Chriſt, 
which abhorred fuch Inſtruments, depend- 
ing upon its own native Energy, Beauty 
and Truth, to recommend itſelf to the 
Hearts of Men. The bigotted Prieſthood 
of the Church of Rome affords notorious 
Inſtances of this Practice; they have thro' 
a Succeſſion of Apes ſtained and ſcandali- 
zed the Religion of Chriſt, by making it 
a Cloak to the iniquitous Views of their 
Tyranny and Ambition. What kind of 
Inhumanity and Guilt has not Religion, 
thro' them, been made the Patron of! The 
"Hiſtory of the Power of the Church, as 
managed under the Antichriſtian Spirit and 
Government of Papacy, is a dark and 
bloody Collection of the Progreſs of their 
diabolical Schemes to puniſh and mafla- 
cre thoſe who renounced theirImpoſitions, 
and would not forſake the Religion of -— 


( 19 ) 


holy Scriptures for their Sorceries and Cor- 


ruptions. Here you have the Prophecy 

of the great Antichriſt fulfill'd, who has 
extended hisbaneful Influence and Cruelty 
over a large Part of the Chriſtian World. 


This Iſland in particular, has felt both its 
Scourges and Scorpions; Popery has been 


the cruel Inſtrument of Martyrdom. to 
many of our Anceſtors, who now enjoy 
the Reward of it. The Procedure of the 


Church of Rome in ſpreading her Reli- 


gion, is ſo different fromthe Principles upon 
which the Goſpel was firſt propagated, that 
*tis eaſily perceived they breathe an oppo- 

ite Spirit: In the one the Love of Truth 
and Virtue, in theother the Luſt of Power, 
and worldy Dominion, which was the 
very reverſe of the Kingdom of Chriſt ; 
for 'twas never the Intention of the meek 


and holy Jeſus, or his Apoſtles, to efta- £ | 


was his Church upon ſuch a Foundation; 
they left no ſuch Examples, taught no 
Doctrines, their Weapons were the 
Force of Truth and Perſuaſion, animated 
by the Sword of the Spirit, and ſuch muſt 


be the Armour of Religion ſtill ; it is in- 


deed obliged to call in the Aſſiſtance of 


the civil Power, ſo far as is I | 
= 7 OTC 
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enforce its own intrinfick Powers, which 
are eſſential to the viſible Conſtitution; : 
outward Eſtabliſnment, and a decent and 
publick Profeſſion of it. When therefore 
8 hear of Perſecutions, we may be aſſu- 
red, that the Love of true Religion is not 
at the Bottom of them, but ſome cruel 
Spirit of Intereſt and Alton. But 
Thanks be to God, our Civil Power is 
lodged in the Hands of thoſe, who, as they 
have better learned Chriſt, 19 they breath 
a more Chriſtian Spirit. Not that true and 
ſincere Chriſtians muſt expect an entire 
Exemption from leſſer Inſtancesof this Evil 
in common Life, ſuch as Revilings, Falſ- 
hoods, Defurnation: and injurious Trebt- 
ment, which their ſteady Attachment to 
| Religi iofi and Conſcience, will expoſe them 
to fem the Malice of bad Men, who hate 
their Virtues and Character, becauſe a liv- 
ing Reproach to their own unchriſtian 
Converſation; But ſuch kind of Perſecu- 
tions may be patiently born, while we 
are ſecured from the Miſcries of publick 
ones, by the peculiar Moderation and Hap- 
pineſs of our Conſtitution ; tho' if we at- 
tend to the ſeditious and falſe Cries, which 
ry; who * been forming 9 Sdhemmes * 
f x E 


( 21:) 
the Subverſion of our religious and civil 
Eſtabliſhment, have raiſed amongſt us 
one would imagine that we live under a 
Mero or Caligula; but woe unto them 
that call good Evil, and Evil good. The 
Love of Power, is one of the common 
Weakneſſes and Foibles of human Nature, 
and the worſe Men are, the more ambitious 
they will be of it; and when ſuch as theſe 
are diſappointed in their wicked Views, 
they will be conſtantly blackening the 
Conduct of their Superiors, in order to 
prejudice the Minds of the Credulous and 
Undiſcerning againſt them; which is the 
Caſe at preſent, tho the Procedure of pub- 
lick Juſtice againſt thoſe who were enga- 
ged in the late Rebellion, has been carried 
on in the moſt legal and merciful Manner; 
yet theſe neceſſary Executions (for, Juſtice 
to the Publick, and the Safety of the Go- 
vernment required them) have been brand- 
ed with the opprobious Names of Cruelty 


and Perſecution ; and the whole Admin— 


ſtration charged with Iniquity, for putting 
the Laws in Force, which are eſſential to 
the Security of the Conſtitution and the 

Peace of Society; becauſe they have ended 
in the juſt Retaliation and legal Puniſh- 
8 ment 


542 

ment of thoſe who did all in their Power 
to deſtroy both, in order to make Way 
for their own defttudtive Schemes ; but 
let not us give in to the Clamours of Diſ- 
affection, for tis an eaſy Matter to abuſe 
Words, and miſcal Things; and how na- 
tural is it for thoſe under the Smart of Pu- 
niſnment, or their Friends, to eall the 
mildeſt Strokes of Juſtice, Cruelty and 
Perſecution? but our Saviour has beſt in- 
ſtructed us in the true Nature of Perſecu- 
tion, and that is, when we ſuffer falſely 
for * and Ri gbteouſneſs Sake. No 
Executions of publick Power deſerve the 
Name of Perſecution, but what breaks 
thro! all Juſtice and Law, and is directed 
_ malicious Severity without Cauſe, 

inſt the Righteous and the Innocent. 

1 gain, Theſe falſe Cries of Perſecution 
bave been the Ground of falſe Claims to 
Martyrdom; for it is not Suffering alone 
that conſtitutes the Character of a Martyr, 
but the Cauſe for which a Man ſuffers. 
Our Saviour will acknowledge none as 
Confeſſors for him without ij thediſcrimina- 
tin ing Mark of in for Righteouſneſs Sake. 
Whoever | 


+ Canſa non ls facit Martyrim. Avg. ' Hac nota 
Ctriſias Martyres ſuos a Sceleratis & Malefiis diſcernit. 
Mar. in Locum. 
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| Whoever has 1 drawn on him 


{elf the Reſentment of publick Juſtice, 
thro any Inſtance of wrong Conduct, 
by engaging in Sedition or Rebellion, ſuf- 
fers not as a Martyr, but is puniſh'd as a 
Malefactor, and a criminal Oppoſer of 
juſt Authority. Should we fall in the 
Field of Battle in the Defence of our 


Prince and the Liberties of our Country, 


ve may be ſaid to die gloriouſly, as Heroes 
and Patriots; a Character which has dig- 
nified the Memory of many a noble Hea- 
then, whoſe Gallantry merited it, but yet 
vaſtly inferiour to the Honour of Martyr- 

dom. He only dies as a Martyr, that dies 


for his Religion, of which he only will 


prove the moſt zealous Defender till Death, 
who has been the greateſt Lover of it in 
his Life. The living Saint muſt be the 
Preparative to the dying Martyr. Mar- 

tyrdom, as tis one of the higheſt Charac- 
ters in, ſo tis one of the greateſt Honours 

to Religion; to arrive at this elevated Pitch 
of Chriſtian Perfection, we muſt have the 


firmeſt Faith, the ſtrongeſt Love, the moſt 
improved Virtue, and the ſteddieſt Cou- 


rage; and yet if we look into the pre- 
tended MartyrologiesoftheRo-b Church, 


how 


( 24 ) 
| how often may we meet with this glorious 
Character eclipſed and leflen'd, by afcri- 
bing it to thoſe who had not the leaſt 
Pretence to it, but their ſanctifying an 
unholy Life, perhaps by ſacrificing it in 
ſome villanous Cauſe, for promoting the 
ambitious Views of the Church. But, it 
has always been the Vanity of Popery to 
boaſt of an Honour which they ſeldom 
merited; not that the deluded among 
Proteſtants have always been free from theſe 
falſe Claims. Our late Executions for Re- 
bellion have, indeed, by ſome of the warm 
Friends of the iniquitous Scheme, been ho- 
noured in this Light. Had the Abuſes of 
Popery got Footing amongſt us again, 
ſome of thoſe poor Wretches would have 
made a very dignified Improvement and 
Addition to 3 Romifh Liſt. But the 
Martyrs of Chriſtianity, to whom the ſu- 
perior Rewards of Immertal Glory are pro- 
miſed, are of a very different Complexion; 
thoſe bolt Lives have been improved by 
Religion, and not ſtained and blacken'd by 
Debauchery, extravagant Lives, andruined 
Families; thoſe who have ſacrificed their 


Lives for the Saks of. ge rl and not 
thoſe 


q 2 5 ) | 

thoſe whohave in jured their Conſcience 
in purſuing the Directions of falſe and de- 
ſtructive Principles; thoſe who ſuffer'd 
for the Sake of Chriſt, and not thoſe who 
for the Sake of a Foreigner, an Enemy to 
our lawful Prince, would have ruined a 
whole Nation by a Rebellion, the Source 
of every kind of Miſery, and which in- 
volved them in theGuilt of other Crimes: 
Did Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or any of the 
primitive Martyrs, juſtify by hal Exarn- 
ple this kind of Conduct? Can we imagine 
that the Apoſtle would ever have aſcribed 
this Honour to thoſe whom he had cau- 
tion'd riot to ſuffer as Murtherers, as 
Thieves, as Buſy-Bodies in other Men's 
Matters, and of Conſequence not as Rebels 
and Traitors to their King and Country? 
We never read that they meddled with the 
Rights of Kings ; we don't read that any 
of them ever died i in the Defence of a diſ- 

uted Title to a Crown, a Title too that 
has been long determined by thoſe who 
only could have the Power of determining, 
the States of the Kingdom, and in them 
the general Voice and Senſe of the Nation. 
If the Religion of theſe Days can afford 
us no Ne Martyre, how are we fallen 


off from the Primitive Times! Theſe it is 
D | true 


. 

true fuller'd, but how ? as Malefadors, 
not as Martyrs : They ſuffer d, but Fe 
what, not for Religion, nor Righteouſneſs, 
but, for the wicked Conſequences of a pre- 
judiced Attachment to an erroneous Prin- 
ciple, which has been long exploded. Cer- 
tainly, to ſuffer under the Demerit of pub- 
lick Crimes, can never entitle the Crimi. 
nal tothe Honour of ſo exalted a Character. 
Happy for them, if they have died Peni- 
tents; happy for them, if a ſincere Repen- 
tance, and their Sufferings entitling them 
to the Merit of their Saviour, have recom- 
mended them to the loweſt Place in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Fewer Words might 
have. been ſufficient to expoſe ſuch yain 
Perverfions of Character, were it not neceſ- 
ſary for every Chriſtian Preacher to guard 
the unwary againſt the Deluſions of the 
Advocates of Rebellion, who perhaps were 
the firſt Authorsof their fatal Miſtakes, and 
now by way of Reparation of the Injury, 
are loading them with vain Honours, gild- 
ing over the Sufferings of ; thoſe unfortu-. 
nate Perſons, with the falſe Colouring of 
Martyrdom, to work upon the wiſlaken 
Humanity of ſome, and to deceive the 
Credulity of others into a favourable O- 


pinion of their wicked Attempts, and of 
Conſequence 
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Conſequence to prejudice the Minds of 
People againſt the Government, with the 


Notion of the Cruelty and Iniquity of 
their Puniſhment : But let us not ſuffer” 


ourſelves to be ſo impoſed upon; forry we 


may be for the untimely End of our Fel- 

low-Creatures, but to honour them with 
the Title of Martyrdom for publick Offen- 
ces is to diſgrace the Character, and to 
blaſphemeour Religion. Proteſtantsſhould 
be better taught; if we would attend to the 


Lives and Examples of thoſe, which our 


Church hath ſo diſtinguiſn d and enjoin d 


us to remember in that Light, we ſhould 
be better informed what it is to ſuffer for 
Righteouſneſs Sake, and who thoſe are to 
whom the Honour of ſuch a Character i is 


to be aſcribed. But, | £ 
KK Secondly, We are now toenquire where- | : 
in the Blefizdneſs of it confiſtsi// > 076 
Ts a Mind inured to Eaſe and Dclicacy, 


and wrapt up in the Enjoyments of Life, 
this muſt appear a very ſtrange kind bord 
Doctrine: Beſides, Humanity has too ex - 
quiſite a Senſibility, and too great an A 
verſion to Pain to believe that any of the 
Evils of Perſecution can deſerve the Ap- 


pellation of Happineſs. Tis true Chriſt- 


never intended we ſhould ſink into Inani- 
1 mates; 
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mates; neither is b e that in order 
to become Chriſtians, we ſhould lay aſide 
our Nature. This would be a Doctrine 
more conſiſtent with the Apathy of Stoiciſm, 
or the Madneſs of ſuch kind of Philoſophy, 
but is by no means reconcileable with the 
Reaſonableneſs and Senſe of Chriſtianity. 
We ſhould never force from any Text of 
Scripture, a Meaning contrary to Common. 
ſenſe, and contradictory to the Nature of 
Things. What we are to underſtand by 
the * is this, that the noble Prin- 
ciple of Mind, the Spirit of Fortitude to 
ſuffer Miſery and Death for the Sake of 
Righteouſneſs, as it is in itſelf an Excellence 
of Character, and a Teſt of a moſt exalted 
Pitch of Virtue, is alſo in its Conſequen- 
ces a Recommendation to the moſt exalted 
Share of Glory; for the Bleſſing of Perſe- 
cution conſiſts not in the Pain, nor merely 
in the undaunted Bravery of Suffering, butin 
the Innocence and the Reward of it. The 
one muſt be derived from Religion, the o- 
ther to be received in the Manſionsof Glory. 

- And, Firſt, Of the Innocence of > 
Sulleres. 

Conſcience is the Seat of our preſent, 
and much more of our future Happineſs 


or *Maſery' x and this Wü of our Na- 
ture 


„ 


ture will be influenced in Proportion to our 


Love of Virtue or Vice. Now Sin is the 
great Sting of Conſcience, and creates the 
moſt exquiſite Remorſe, and of Courſe 


muſtgive double Anguith to the Soul, when 


the Body is ina State of Miſery, or approach- 
ing towards Diſſolution. If therefore, a 
Man ſuffers in any bad Cauſe, if he has 
expoſed himſelf to the Lafh of the Law by 
iniquitous Breaches of it, as his Puniſhment 
can be no Perſecution, but the juſt Demerit 
of his Crimes, he muſt loſe all the preſent 
Support of this Bleſſing, and feel the Re- 
proaches, inſtead of the Applauſes of his 
Conſcience. But the good Man that ſuffers- 
in the Cauſe of Chriſt, when he has done 
nothing to deſerve the Rage and Malice of 
his Perſecutors, has his Soul ſurrounded 
with Armour that will prepare him for the 
greateſt Shock, and ſupport him under it. 
The Conſciouſneſs of having done well, 
will be the Strength and Conſolation of 
his Mind under the Evil and the Dread of 
Death; Righteouſneſs will ſweeten the ſuf- 
fering, and the Opportunity of teſtifying 
his Fidelity to his Maſter, will be eſteemed 
as an Honour done to him. This was the 


Foundation of the Apoſtles Joy, bat 


they were counted worthy to ſuffer Shame 
for Chriſ?'s Hale. 2aly, 


( 992) 
7% The Reward of the Sufferer. 
The Glory of ſuffering for the Sake of 
Virtue, was a Principle much improved 
and well taught, in = Schools of Hea- 
e N but their Superſtructure, tho 
beautiful, was too airy and tottering, be- 
ing not "ſupported by the Foundation 
which the Chriſtian Philoſophy hath built 
on, 1. e. the Aſſurances. of Immortality, 
and the Proſpect of a diſtinguiſn'd Por- 
tion of Glory, the Reward of the Cha- 
racter; ſo that, tho! the Conſciouſneſs of 
Virtue does ſupport and alleviate the Suf- 
fering, yet 'tis Hope of future Reward, 
that gives the Triumphs, and eee : 
the Bleſſing; for the Promiſe of Immortal 

Glory, the Kingdom of Heaven, is an 
Over-ballance to all the ſhort-lived Miſe- 
ries of our Mortality, They are not wor- 
thy to be compared to the Glory, which 
ſhall diſtinguiſh the Faithful unto Death, 
for as an —— Preacher upon this Sub- ; 
jectexpreſſes himſelf Without that Be- 
cc lief as Chriſtians, of all Men, ſo Men 
« of all Creatures, were the —_ miſera- 
„ ble. But now there is an Heaven fo 
<< tertain, ſo unqueſtionable, ſo near them, 
vdo believe and labour for it, to ſuch 
« there ſhall not only be no Hell, but 
1 « even 


A N 
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« even Earth itſelf amidſt all their earthly 
« Calamities, becomes a kind of Heaven; 
« ſo truly great is their preſent Comfort, 
« ſo unſpeakably great will be their future 
Felicity, ſuch Wo are the Principles 
e upon which Perſecution becomes a Bleſ- 
« fing to all thoſe who ſuffer it for 
*« Righteouſneſs Sake. 

What now are the Leſions that we 18 5 
from theſe Reflections ?---Firſt, That all 
perſecuting Principles; astheyare contrary, 

ſo they are deſtructive of the Spirit of 

Chriſtianity, for the Son of Man came not 
10 deflroy Men's Lives, but to ſave them. 
| Secondly, It ſhould be our great Concern 

that we be not deluded thro' Miſperſua- 
ſions of Conſcience, or by any falſe Pre- 
tences of Martyrdom, to ſuffer in a bad 
Cauſe, one great Security againft ſuch 
Kinds of Deluſion will be to endeavour 
at Imitation of the Lives of thoſe Saints 
and Martyrs, which our Church hath 
dignified with that Honour ; copying 
hw Innocence, Piety and inoffenſive 
Carriage, that like unto David none may 
find any Occaſion againſt us, except con- 
cerning the Law of our God. And third- 
ly, That tho' we ſhould never be call'd 
to ſuffer upon a religious Account, yet it 


ſhould 


„ 
ſhould be our Care to be endued with ſuch 
Graces and Qualifications as are neceſſary 
Preparatives to our ſuffering as Chriſtian, 
—ſuch as a well-grounded Hope in the 
divine Promiſes from a Conſcience well- 
examined and a Life well>lead ; an entire 
Reſignation to the divine Will, a Chriſ- 

tian Patience and Firmneſs of Soul, which 
are eſſential Ingredients of the Character 
of a good Chriſtian, as well as a Martyr, 
Fhus by living up to our Religion, we are 
to fit ourſelves for dying for it, tho' we 
be never call'd thereunto by divine Provi- 
dence. Our Love to God is to be as ſtrong 
as Death, tho this Proof of it be never re- 
quired of us. We are always to be pre- 
pared for the fiery Trial, tho' we never 
have Occaſion to undergo it. Becauſe ſuch 
are the Contingencies of Life, ſuch the Vi- 
ciſſitudes of human Affairs, that God only 
knows how ſoon we may. This will be 
living not only like Saints, but in Commu- 
nion and Fellowſhip with them, and will 
be qualifying us to die as Martyrs upon 
any unforeſeen Emergency; ſuch a Death 
will be the Paſſage to Immortality, and 
the Entrance and the Eurehaſe of the 
higheſt Heaven. e 
Which may the Alinighty give us Grace, SCC. 
F 1 N FS” 


